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1. We Fear Failure When We:

 1.1 Misunderstand Failure

 1.2 Crave Acceptance

 1.3 Focus On Our Inadequacies

Exodus 4:10-13 
10 Then Moses said to the LORD, "Please, Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither 
recently nor in time past, nor since You have spoken to Your servant; for I am slow 
of speech and slow of tongue." 
11 The LORD said to him, "Who has made man's mouth? Or who makes him mute or 
deaf, or seeing or blind? Is it not I, the LORD? 
12 "Now then go, and I, even I, will be with your mouth, and teach you what you are to 
say." 
13 But he said, "Please, Lord, now send the message by whomever You will." 

Exodus 4:4-17 
14 Then the anger of the LORD burned against Moses, and He said, "Is there not 
your brother Aaron the Levite? I know that he speaks fluently. And moreover, behold, 
he is coming out to meet you; when he sees you, he will be glad in his heart. 
15 "You are to speak to him and put the words in his mouth; and I, even I, will be with 
your mouth and his mouth, and I will teach you what you are to do. 
16 "Moreover, he shall speak for you to the people; and he will be as a mouth for you 
and you will be as God to him. 
17 "You shall take in your hand this staff, with which you shall perform the signs." 

2. We Overcome The Fear Of Failure When We Focus On God’s Adequacies. 



Exodus 14:10-12 
10 As Pharaoh drew near, the sons of Israel looked, and behold, the Egyptians were 
marching after them, and they became very frightened; so the sons of Israel cried 
out to the LORD. 
11 Then they said to Moses, "Is it because there were no graves in Egypt that you 
have taken us away to die in the wilderness? Why have you dealt with us in this way, 
bringing us out of Egypt? 
12 "Is this not the word that we spoke to you in Egypt, saying, 'Leave us alone that we 
may serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians 
than to die in the wilderness." 

Exodus 14:13-15 
13 But Moses said to the people, "Do not fear! Stand firm and see the salvation of the 
LORD which He will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you have 
seen today, you will never see them again forever. 
14 "The LORD will fight for you while you keep silent." 
15 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to Me? Tell the sons of 
Israel to go forward. 

 2.1 Fear Not

1 John 4:18 
18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves 
punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love. 

Exodus 14:13a 
13a But Moses said to the people, "Do not fear! …

 2.2 Stand Firm

Exodus 14:13b 
13b Stand firm and see the salvation of the LORD which He will accomplish for you 
today; for the Egyptians whom you have seen today, you will never see them again 
forever. 

2 Corinthians 4:18 
18 while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen 
are eternal.



 2.3 Be Still

Exodus 14:14 
14 "The LORD will fight for you while you keep silent." 

Isaiah 26:3 
3 "The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, Because he trusts in You. 

 2.4 Move On

Exodus 14:15 
15 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to Me? Tell the sons of 
Israel to go forward. 

Hebrews 11:27 
27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured, as seeing 
Him who is unseen. 

Hebrews 11:29 
29 By faith they passed through the Red Sea as though they were passing through 
dry land; and the Egyptians, when they attempted it, were drowned. 



Randy Pope Journal
“I’ve led our church to the seashore. There’s no way out, and Pharoah’s army is getting 
closer and closer. I’m sure the troops are beginning to wonder whether the water is going 
to part. My confidence in my ability to get the people across the sea has vanished – and 
that’s good – but in the light of the diminished confidence I have found myself both 
frightened and discouraged. Part of my fear is my growing concern that the closer 
Pharoah gets, the more unwilling our congregation might be to stand in faith to see the 
waters part. But I am committed to leading them across those waters – not all will go with 
us, but, win or lose, we’re going to finish the race!”    


