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Adoption: God's gracious act of grafting us into His family and giving us all the privileges 
of being His children. 
 
Galatians 4:4-7 ESV 
4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 
born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his 
Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a 
son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 
 
 
 
Three uses of the Law: 

1. Mirror 
2. Curb 
3. Guide 

 
 
1. The Father’s Loving work: 
     A. Sent Son 

i. Galatians 4:4-5 ESV 
   4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 
  woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so  
  that we might receive adoption as sons.  

 
1. Hebrews 2:14-18 ESV 

14Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself 
likewise partook of the same things, that ithrough death he might destroy 
the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15and deliver all 
those who lthrough fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16For 
surely it is not angels that he helps, but he mhelps the offspring of 
Abraham. 17Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every 
respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the 
service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18For 
because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those 
who are being tempted. 

 
 

2. “…We moved not toward the Lord, but he moved toward us. He moved 
toward His enemies.” –CH Spurgeon 

  



 
B. Sent Spirit 

i. Galatians 4:6 ESV 
   6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our  
      hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”  

 
     1. Mark 14:36 ESV 

                 36 And he said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. Remove this  
    cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.” 

 
2. His children’s joy: 

A. Living as the children of God 
i. Galatians 4:7 ESV 

7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through 
God. 
 
1. “It is a great thing to be right with God the Judge, it is a greater thing to be 

loved and cared for by God the Father.”- JI Packer, Knowing God 
 

Slaves Sons  
No Name Bearing the name above every name:  

IN CHRIST  
(Ephesians 2, Colossians 2) 
 

No Rights Restored Authority  
(Genesis 1, Matthew 28) 

No Access Full Access to enter his presence boldly 
(Ephesians 3, Hebrews 10) 

No Voice The cry of Children to the father  
(Romans 8, Galatians 4) 

No Inheritance Full Inheritance as co-heirs with Christ 
(Ephesians 1) 

 
 

2. Romans 8:15-17 ESV 
     15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you    
     have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba!  
    Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are  
    children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs  
    with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified  
    with him. 

 
 

3. “If the love of a father will not make a child delight in him, what will?”  
– John Owen, Communion with God 

 
 


