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Luke 24:25-27, 32, 44-49 (ESV) 
25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken!  
26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?”  
27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning himself. 
32 They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, 
while he opened to us the Scriptures?” 
  Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 
everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 
fulfilled.”  
44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 
everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 
fulfilled.”  
45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures,  
46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from 
the dead,  
47 and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  
48 You are witnesses of these things.  
49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are 
clothed with power from on high.” 
 
The whole Bible points us to the person and work of Jesus. 
  
Isa 53:5-6, 9-10 - But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. All 
we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD has 
laid on him the iniquity of us all. And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in 
his death, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the 
will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt, 
he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.  
 
 
The Bible shows us Redemptive History. 
  
"Only God's revelation can build a story where the end is anticipated from the beginning, and where the 
guiding principle is not chance or fate, but promise. Human authors may build fiction around a plot they 
have devised, but only God can shape history to a real and ultimate purpose."  

- The Unfolding Mystery, Edward Clowney p. 11 
 
We must read with the end in mind. 



 
David and Goliath - 1 Samuel 17 
 
17  3 And the Philistines stood on the mountain on the one side, and Israel stood on the mountain 
on the other side, with a valley between them.  
4 And there came out from the camp of the Philistines a champion named Goliath of Gath, whose 
height was six cubits and a span.  
5 He had a helmet of bronze on his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail, and the weight of 
the coat was five thousand shekels of bronze.  
6 And he had bronze armor on his legs, and a javelin of bronze slung between his shoulders.  
7 The shaft of his spear was like a weaver's beam, and his spear's head weighed six hundred 
shekels of iron. And his shield-bearer went before him.  
8 He stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why have you come out to draw up for battle? Am 
I not a Philistine, and are you not servants of Saul? Choose a man for yourselves, and let him 
come down to me.  
9 If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will be your servants. But if I prevail against him 
and kill him, then you shall be our servants and serve us.”  
10 And the Philistine said, “I defy the ranks of Israel this day. Give me a man, that we may fight 
together.”  
11 When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly 
afraid. 
 
26 And David said to the men who stood by him, “What shall be done for the man who kills this 
Philistine and takes away the reproach from Israel? For who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that 
he should defy the armies of the living God?”  
 

34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant used to keep sheep for his father. And when there came 
a lion, or a bear, and took a lamb from the flock,  
35 I went after him and struck him and delivered it out of his mouth. And if he arose against me, I 
caught him by his beard and struck him and killed him.  
36 Your servant has struck down both lions and bears, and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be 
like one of them, for he has defied the armies of the living God.”  
37 And David said, “The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the 
bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” And Saul said to David, “Go, and 
the LORD be with you!” 
 

40 Then he took his staff in his hand and chose five smooth stones from the brook and put them in 
his shepherd's pouch. His sling was in his hand, and he approached the Philistine. 
41 And the Philistine moved forward and came near to David, with his shield-bearer in front of 
him.  
42 And when the Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained him, for he was but a youth, ruddy 
and handsome in appearance.  
43 And the Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And the 
Philistine cursed David by his gods.  
44 The Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and to 
the beasts of the field.”  



45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword and with a spear and with a 
javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom 
you have defied.  
46 This day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down and cut off your 
head. And I will give the dead bodies of the host of the Philistines this day to the birds of the air 
and to the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel,  
47 and that all this assembly may know that the LORD saves not with sword and spear. For the 
battle is the LORD's, and he will give you into our hand.” 
 

48 When the Philistine arose and came and drew near to meet David, David ran quickly toward the 
battle line to meet the Philistine.  
49 And David put his hand in his bag and took out a stone and slung it and struck the Philistine on 
his forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell on his face to the ground. 
50 So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and struck the Philistine 
and killed him. There was no sword in the hand of David.  
 
 
The Story - Two Ways to Read It: 
 
I Need To Be a Hero: The Moralistic Approach 
  

What It Is 
 
  

What It Does 
  
  
  
I Need a Hero: The Christ-centered Approach 
  

What It Is 
  
  

What It Does 
 
 


