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"When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die." - Dietrich Bonhoeffer  
 
Mark 8:31-38 (ESV) 
31 And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the 
elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again.  
32 And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  
33 But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are 
not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 
34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.  
35 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel's 
will save it.  
36 For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul?  
37 For what can a man give in return for his soul?  
38 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will 
the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 

I. Fight against confusion around the nature and mission of the kingdom of God. (Mark 8:31-38)  
 

II. Fight for the renewal of our minds as the foundation to a lifestyle of self-denial.  
 (Colossians 3:1-4; Romans 12:1-2)  

 
Colossians 3:1-4 (ESV) 
1 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God.  
2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.  
3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  
4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

 
Romans 12:1-2 (ESV) 
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 
you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 
"All too many people still ignore Christ's warning and undertake to follow him without first pausing to 
reflect on the cost of doing so. The result is the great scandal of so-called nominal Christianity. In 
countries to which Christian civilization has spread, large numbers of people have covered 
themselves with a decent, but thin, veneer of Christianity. They have allowed themselves to become 
a little bit involved; enough to be respectable but not enough to be uncomfortable. Their religion is a 
great, soft cushion. It protects them from the hard unpleasantness of life, while changing its place and 
shape to suit their convenience. No wonder cynics complain of hypocrites in the church and dismiss 
religion as escapism."      - John Stott  

 



III. Fight to put to death and put off the old self. (Colossians 3:5-11)  
 

Colossians 3:5-11 (ESV) 
6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming.  
7 In these you too once walked, when you were living in them.  
8 But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your 
mouth.  
9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices  
10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.  
11 Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; 
but Christ is all, and in all. 
 

IV. Fight to put on the new self. (Colossians 3:12-17)  
 

Colossians 3:12-17 (ESV) 
12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience,  
13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the 
Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  
14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.  
15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. 
And be thankful.  
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  
17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
to God the Father through him.    
 
 
Matthew 13:44 (ESV) 
The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in 
his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 


