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John 14:1-6 
1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me.  
2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going 
there to prepare a place for you?  
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you 
also may be where I am.  
4 You know the way to the place where I am going.” 
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the 
way?” 
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.”  
 
John 15:1-6 
1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.  
2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he 
prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.  
3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.  
4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the 
vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing.  
6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such 
branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.” 
 
John 15: 9-14 
9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.  
10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commands and remain in his love.  
11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.  
12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.  
13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  
14 You are my friends if you do what I command.” 
 
John 15:16-17 
16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear 
fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you.  
17 This is my command: Love each other. 
 
  



Two Great Dangers: 
-Making Secondary Things Primary 
-The Idolatry of Self 

 
The life for which we are created is radically Jesus-centered from beginning to end. 
 
1. We are to Begin with Jesus. 
 

2. We are to Continue with Jesus. 
“Abide=Remain” 

 
I became a Christian once for all upon the basis of the finished work of Christ through faith; that 
is justification.  The Christian life, sanctification, operates on the same basis, but moment by 
moment.  There is the same base (Christ’s work) and the same instrument (faith); the only 
difference is that one is once for all and the other is moment by moment…  If we try to live the 
Christian life in our own strength we will have sorrow, but if we live in this way, we will not only 
serve the Lord, but in place of sorrow, He will be our song.  That is the difference.  The ‘how’ of 
the Christian life is the power of the crucified and risen Lord, through the agency of the 
indwelling Holy Spirit, by faith moment by moment.” 
        Francis Schaeffer  True Spirituality 
 
3. Fruitfulness is Required. 
 
Isa. 5:1-2, 5, 7 
I will sing for the one I love 
    a song about his vineyard: 
My loved one had a vineyard 
    on a fertile hillside. 
2 He dug it up and cleared it of stones 
    and planted it with the choicest vines. 
He built a watchtower in it 
    and cut out a winepress as well. 
Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, 
    but it yielded only bad fruit. 
 
5 Now I will tell you 
    what I am going to do to my vineyard: 
I will take away its hedge, 
    and it will be destroyed; 
I will break down its wall, 
    and it will be trampled. 
 
7 The vineyard of the LORD Almighty 
    is the nation of Israel, 
and the people of Judah 
    are the vines he delighted in. 
And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; 
    for righteousness, but heard cries of distress. 
 
 

  



The Mark of Jesus by Timothy George and John Woodbridge 

“Schaeffer has summarized well what this teaching of Christ means for us in practical terms: 

We as Christians are called upon to love all men as neighbors, loving them as ourselves.  
Second, that we are to love all the Christian brothers in a way that the world may observe.  This 
means showing love to our brothers in the midst of our differences - great or small - loving our 
brothers when it costs us something, loving them even under times of tremendous emotional 
tension, loving them in a way the world can see.  In short, we are to practice and exhibit the 
holiness of God and the love of God, for without this we grieve the Holy Spirit.  Love - and the 
unity it attests to - is the mark Christ gave Christians to wear before the world.  Only with this 
mark may the world know that Christians are indeed Christians and Jesus was sent by the 
Father.”   
 
4. Fruitfulness is Promised. 
 
Ps. 80:16-18 
16 Your vine is cut down, it is burned with fire; 
    at your rebuke your people perish. 
17 Let your hand rest on the man at your right hand, 
    the son of man you have raised up for yourself. 
18 Then we will not turn away from you; 
    revive us, and we will call on your name. 
 

 

Questions for the week: 

1.  What have I put in the place of Jesus? 

2.  Who are the brothers, sisters and neighbors whom I have failed to love? 

3.  Do I believe Jesus can forgive me for failure to love? 

4.  Do I believe that Jesus can love through me and bear this fruit of love through me? 


